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tariat: to 'knives, knuckle-dusters, rags soaked in petrol'
one could add * axes, bricks, boiling water to pour on the
bestial police raging in the working-class quarters, and simple
hand-grenades of dynamite,3 to mention only the most primi-
tive of the almost infinite possibilities available everywhere.

" It is proletarians who work in chemical factories and in
mines, who handle poison gases and explosives, and trans-
port on the railways and waterways the bourgeoisie's in-
struments of murder: if they make use of these possibilities
for the sake of their freedom they are only doing their duty,"

At this time the Communist Party had spies and sabo-
teurs in all the major industries of the country, a courier-
service to Moscow, complete with cyphers, passport-forg-
ing establishments, friendly customs-officials, and con-
cealed stocks of dynamite, incendiary material and
weapons in all the principal cities of Germany. Certainly
the time was ripe for a bid for power.

The National-Socialist Party, on the other hand, had
reached a difficult point in its evolution. In July, 1932, it
had obtained 230 seats in the Reichstag, but in the
November elections it lost 34 seats, whereas the Com-
munists gained u. The Communists knew, moreover,
that the Nazis were short of funds, and that they them-
selves could rely on substantial contributions from
Moscow.

Terror, scientifically applied, is an invariable prelude to
a Communist rising. The Police Commissioner of Berlin
made a report on August loth, 1931, with regard to the
murder of three inspectors and the wounding of three
constables in which he stated that " police investigations
have proved that in all the above-mentioned cases murders
were planned. Communist organizations have made it
their task to fight the executive institutions of the State
by organized assassination."

Subsequent investigations have proved that the Police
Commissioner was right. The following table shows the
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